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co-worker. It is necessary and her father's dying wish that the 
young girl be separated from an aunt, a remarkably heartless 
and manoeuvring young widow. The guardian promptly marries 
his ward without its being very clearly stated that he loves her 
and with the distinct idea that she loves another man. The usu- 
al number of misunderstandings ensue, all, however, finding a 
happy solution in a mutual winning of the right hearts. The 
plot lacks originality and the portrayals vividness. At the same 
time the book reads pleasantly and the characters attract and in- 
terest, especially Christian Witt, the big-hearted, explosive Ger- 
man musician whom the women all love despite his best en- 
deavors. 

The most noticeable quality of the book is its crisp conversa- 
tion which is indulged in by the speakers with no recollection of 
its being the art whereby thoughts are concealed. 

The Belted Seas. By Arthur Colton. New York : Henry Holt and 
Company, 1905. $1.50. 

This volume comprises a series of narratives, experiences of 
an old salt, told around thelire of a seaman's hotel one stormy 
winter afternoon. They are in a sense detached yet centre 
around one or another of the few original characters who started 
out together on a smuggling craft, the Hebe Maitland. The nar- 
rator is a Captain Buckingham who tells his stories quietly, im- 
passively, yet with a dry humor and homely pathos that are very 
attractive. The sketch of the professor of allerlei wissenschaft 
and his scientific study of Liebchen and Veronica give opportu- 
nity for the display of much shrewd wit. "The Hotel Helen 
Mar" is an incident of Yankee ingenuity and business perspi- 
cacity which won the success it got, while "King Julius" de- 
served for his daring conception a better fate than befell him. 
There is just the glimmer of a love story at the beginning and 
the end, possibly to emphasize the fact that after all woman and 
home are somewhere in every mind even though one may sail 
the belted seas and know the strange things of our southern con- 
tinent and the wild Pacific Islands. Arthur Colton' s work is al- 
ways clean, sincere and full of sympathy, whether in pathos or 
kindly fun. 



